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miles off, and which was to destroy the place
and return the same day. This, however, failed,
the march being greatly delayed by having to turn
the enemy out of a great stone " shoot " arranged
far up on the hill side. So this column returned
at two o'clock in the day without having reached
its objective. The whole force had now to turn
back, no rations having come out from Bordak,
and en route the Abors opposed the retreat at Silli
and Dukku.

Bordak was duly reached, only to be found com-
pletely gutted, dead bodies strewing the camp and
the stores mostly destroyed. It transpired from the
one man alone who escaped the massacre that the
enemy had come into the camp in the guise of carriers
who were expected, and that while loads were being
distributed to them they suddenly set upon the small
guard, cutting down all right and left. This now
decided the Political Officer to leave the country,
but Maxwell persuaded him to stay long enough to
punish Padu and Membu villages, which must have
been concerned in the destruction of the Bordak
camp. Both villages were burnt with but little oppo-
sition, and the force withdrew to Sadiya by the end
of March.

The objects of this expedition can only be said
to have been half accomplished and at a very con-
siderable loss to us, namely, forty-nine killed and
forty-five wounded. Of course the " Posa " or annual
monetary stipend has been stopped since this, and
with one exception, that of an insignificant raid in
1903, this tribe has given no further trouble until
March, 1911.